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270 Trends em be identified vithin both the ‘est and the Hloc
vhich might undermine each side’s political stability and cohesicns
Ve earnot pradict, however, that these trends will ‘have such effects
and[a“ﬂwa cannot gay that they would do so within the period
of this estimate, .

(a) Trends now seenm to be running against the Test in the
mdmdevelaped areas. If these trends cannot be arrested, the
cémsequent growth of instability and Communist influenge in these
araas may eventually have serious e ffects on the economic stability
and pro=testern orie&tation of ﬁasbe;'n Burope and Japan. |

(b) While there is no reason at this time to prediot the

Hlocts decay or ¢ollapse, the possibility exlsts of certain
changes adverse to its present s trength and s tability. \Intemal
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rigidity may deprive the USSR of that £lexibility and vitdlity
which conteibute to & political system®s surviwil and growthe
Alternatively, the Kremlin may decide to rodify and relax its
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previous policies, only to find that this relaxation adversely

affects eontinuing Soviet economic growth, satellite stability,
and Sino=Soviet ecohesion. It would be unsafe, however; t © assume
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that the problems Zrhich areMinherant in the Soviet system
w1l have rsached eritical proportions within the next f£ifteen
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years, Unless they do, the totalitarian nature of the Soviet

system and tie Kremlin®s pervasive control or influence over its
Mo¢ nartners will continus to provide it vith many advantasss
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